
Read Toss-Up
“This is…,

Subject, and 
Mult. Choice

Question Read Fully 
AND

5 seconds expire Question Read Fully

Verbally
Recognized

NOT Verbally Recognized (blurts or confers)
Other Team

Occurred After Buzzing In: 4 POINTS
Occurred Before Buzzing In: No POINTS

Correct Answer
OR distraction by 
nonplaying team 

Note: With a 
distraction, there is 
an option to also 
have 20 seconds 
run off the clock 

4 POINTS

Incorrect 
Answer

0 POINTS

Allow Other Team 
Opportunity to Answer

Verbally Recognized

Correct Answer
OR distraction by 
nonplaying team 

Note: With a 
distraction, there is 
an option to also 
have 20 seconds 
run off the clock 

4 POINTS

Incorrect Answer
0 POINTS

Incorrect 
Answer

0 POINTS

Incorrect Answer
0 POINTS

Read
Bonus

Question

Correct Answer
(Captain Only) 
OR distraction 
by nonplaying 

team
10 POINTS
Note: With a 

distraction, there 
is an option to 
also have 40 

seconds run off 
the clock 

Next Toss-Up

Question

Interruption  

Verbally
Recognized

Incorrect
Answer

Other Team
4 POINTS

NOT Verbally Recognized (blurts or confers)
Other Team

Occurred After Buzzing In: 4 POINTS
Occurred Before Buzzing In: No POINTS

Buzz In before
Subject Area

Read - No Penalty -
Time May be Put 
Back on the Clock

Read Question
In Full to the 
Other Team

Interruption

Verbally
Recognized

Question Fully
Read

Verbally
Recognized

Incorrect Answer
Other Team
4 POINTS

Science Bowl Rules Flowchart

Moderator reads
correct answer

Moderator reads
correct answer

Moderator reads
correct answer

NOT Verbally 
Recognized

(blurts or confers)
Other Team

Occurred After 
Buzzing In:
4 POINTS

Occurred Before 
Buzzing In: No 

POINTS

NOT Verbally 
Recognized (blurts or 

confers)
Other Team

Occurred After 
Buzzing In:
4 POINTS

Occurred Before 
Buzzing In:
No POINTS
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Correct Answer
OR distraction by 
nonplaying team 

Note: With a distraction, 
there is an option to also 
have 20 seconds run off 

the clock 
4 POINTS Correct Answer

OR distraction by 
nonplaying team 

Note: With a 
distraction, there is 
an option to also 
have 20 seconds 
run off the clock 

4 POINTS
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